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SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2008 
Liturgical Colour:  Green 

The music printed in our bulletin each week is done under License #C12091  
of the LicenSing Copyright Cleared Music for Churches. 

(* Those who are able are invited to stand) 
 
We would like to welcome all those who are worshipping with us today. 
We hope that you will find this service meaningful for you on your faith 
journey.  If you are new to our congregation, please sign our guest book 
in the entrance to this sanctuary. 
 
Gathering Music 
 
Informal Greeting and Announcements:    - Wayne Johnson 
 

WE GATHER BEFORE OUR GOD 
 
Call To Worship: 

One:  “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho” 
All: We are on a faith journey and we come to find our way 

One: “A certain farmer went out to sow seeds in the fields”  
All: We have the seeds of faith within us, and we come to help 

them grow 
One:  “A certain man invited all his friends and neighbours to a 

banquet” 
All: We have been invited to God’s feast, and we are here to 

have our hunger satisfied 
 

Prayer of Approach: 
We know that your kingdom is near, O God, and we are here to 
be part of it.  We are here to move ahead on our journey of faith; 
to nurture the seeds of the Holy Spirit within us; and to be fed by 
your word.  We are here to support one another; to find comfort 
and strength, and to celebrate the gifts we have been given.  As 
we worship together, O God, teach us how to become a living 
parable, for we ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn:   “I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry”   #644 
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Sacrament of Baptism 
 
Words of Introduction 
 
Words of Institution:   

One:  When Jesus was ready to start his ministry 
All:    He came to the waters of the Jordan for baptism 
One:  When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well 
All:    He told her he was the source of living water 
One:  When we wish to celebrate the gift of a child 
All:   We bring the child to God’s house and baptize them with 

water 
One:  When the child is ready to take on the responsibilities of faith 
All:    They will return and accept the living water of Christ 
 
See the water flow and watch the child grow 
Where there is water, there is life 
Where there is life, there is always God 
May God be with us today and with these parents and these children 
always. 

 
Promises of the Parents 
 
Promise of the Congregation: 

Do you, the congregation of Stoney Creek United Church, receive 
these children and promise to help in the Christian development of all 
the children under your care? 

We do, God being our helper. 
 
Baptism and Presentation 
 
Blessing of the Prayer Shawl 

May God's grace be upon these shawls; warming, comforting, 
enfolding and embracing.  May these mantles be a safe haven, a 
sacred place of security and well-being, sustaining and embracing in 
good times as well as difficult ones.  May these children be cradled in  
hope, kept in joy, graced with peace, and wrapped in love.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
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Post-Baptismal Prayer: 

God of our parents and our children, with joy we praise you, we 
thank you, we honour you.  For your love which has made us and 
supports us, we praise you.  For your gift of life embodied in 
these children, we thank you.  For the sacrament by which they 
are welcomed into your family, we honour you.  May your spirit 
be upon these children, and these parents, all the days of their 
lives.  May we all hold fast to your love, and be blessed by your 
grace.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen 

 
*Hebrew Benediction:         #965 
 
Prayer of Confession: 

In the midst of plenty, O God, people are starving.  They are 
starving for companionship, and all they can find are crowds.  
They are starving for meaning, and all they can find is wealth.  
They are starving for hope, and all they can find are things.  
They are starving for life, and all they can find is years.  In the 
midst of plenty, O God, why are so many starving?  They could 
reach out their hand and take all that they want or need, but they 
stand fast and refuse to beg.  Why do they have to beg for what 
we have in abundance?  Forgive us our sins, for we ask it in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

First Lesson:  Romans 8:1-11   - Pat Taylor 
 
Second Lesson: Matthew 13:1-9   
 
*Hymn:   “Tell Me The Stories Of Jesus”   #357 
 
Message:  “Parables” 
 
*Hymn:   “We Plough The Fields”    #520 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
Invitation to Share 
 
Doxology:        #541 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.  

 
Prayer of Dedication: 

God who gives us all that we have and are, we present our gifts 
in the midst of worship.  We do this to show our gratitude and 
our love for you, and our compassion for the world.  Bless all 
that we give with the gift of your love.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 
Lord's Prayer:       #960 

 
*Hymn:   “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”   #481 
 

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

*Words to Love By: 
One: The end of every journey of faith begins with first steps 
All:  Walk in strength; run with courage; fly with the Spirit of God 
One:  The smallest seed can grow into the most magnificent tree 

All:  Grow in faith; grow in wisdom; always seek to grow in love  
One:  God has set out all the good things of life and said, “take, eat” 

All:  Eat and be full, drink and never thirst, give thanks always 
 

*The Blessing 
 
*Choral Amen:        #431 
 
Musical Postlude 
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FINANCIAL PICTURE:   The Council of Stoney Creek 
United Church is experiencing some cash-flow problems.  
By the middle of July, we anticipate that our bank balance 
will be, effectively, zero.  Although revenues are up for 
2008, the expiration of our grant for Stoney Creek United 
Wrap and the rise in expenses have temporarily outstripped 
our income.  We do have a line of credit with the bank, but 
we hesitate to incur the expenses that are associated with 
using it.  We are asking for your help over the summer.  If 
you are able, we are asking you to consider increasing your 
donations.  If you are not on P.A.R., we urge you to 
consider adopting this pre-authorized method of donating.  
If you are on P.A.R., we ask you to consider increasing your 
monthly donation.  Please see Audrey MacDonald for 
information on P.A.R.  Stoney Creek United Church is 
financially secure, of course, but it will ease our 
administrative burden if we could carry a positive bank 
balance through the summer.  Thank you for your help. 

 
Bob will be on vacation from July 16th to Aug. 5th. 

Contact the office or Colleen Cavanaugh 
if you have a pastoral emergency during that time. 

 

As a church, we are called to pray for each other  
and for our mission in the world.   

The Hamilton Conference Prayer Cycle invites prayer  
each week for particular pastoral charges and their work. 
This week we are invited to pray for Streetsville United 

Church in Mississauga, part of Halton Presbytery. 

 

 
STONEY CREEK UNITED CHURCH 

1 King Street West, Stoney Creek, ON  L8G 1G7 
Phone:  905-662-4963; Fax:  905-662-0761 

E-mail: scuc@bellnet.ca 
www.stoneycreekunitedchurch.org 

 
Our Mission is: 

To be a community of faith serving God 
as exemplified in the life of Jesus Christ 

 
Sunday, July 13, 2008 10:00 a.m. 

 
Minister:  Rev. Bob Nightingale     ext. 223 

Bob’s e-mail:  revbob_n@live.ca 
Staff Associate:  Colleen Cavanaugh   ext. 224 
Director of Music: Christabel Pinto-Johnson  ext. 229 
Custodian:  Dan Marsden    ext. 226 
TGIW       ext. 228 
Hospitality Plus:  Jeanne Willis    ext. 303 
Upstairs Kitchen:     ext. 225 
Receptionist / Secretary:  Beth Corrigan   ext. 221 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9am – 12:30 pm 
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Our congratulations to Emilia and Benjamin 
Benjik, children of Zdenka and Ondrej Benjik, 

and godchildren of Gordana and Miroslav 
Takac, who are joining our fellowship by the 

sacrament of baptism today.  Please make them, 
and their family and friends, feel welcome in our 

community. 
 
 
 
RESIGNATION:  The Council and Christian Development 
Team of Stoney Creek United Church were saddened and 
surprised by the sudden resignation of Rob Blunsdon, 
Director of Youth Ministry.  Rob has been with Stoney Creek 
United for approximately nine years and over that time has 
initiated several very positive and innovative programs for 
children, youth and teens.  He has significant gifts in working 
with young people and will be missed.  We wish him all the 
best wherever his path leads him. 
 
 
 

COMING SOON AT SCUC 
 
Wednesday, July 16th, 2:30-7pm:  Blood Donor Clinic 
Sunday, July 20th at 10am:  Special Worship service in the 
C.E. Auditorium (see below, under “Worship”) 
Sunday, July 27th at 10am:  Reverend Bob Tschanz leads 
the Worship service in the Sanctuary 
Sunday, August 4th at 10am:  Worship service will be led by 
Blaine Stafford 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS  
 
COFFEE HOUR CONVENOR:  Thanks to all who have 
helped to make and serve coffee and juice every Sunday!  
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  If anyone is able to 
help out this summer, please sign-up on the list which is 
posted on the Pastoral Care board in the C.E. Auditorium. 
 
OUTREACH:  At our last meeting, we carried a motion to 
give Margaret Mahzandu some money for her personal work 
in Zimbabwe.  The cheque came through last week and was 
given to Margaret at church this past Sunday.  Last night, 
Margaret phoned me to thank the Outreach Committee for 
their generosity.  She would like to attend our next meeting, 
which I told her would be the third Tuesday in September, so 
she can report on this work.  Hearing about Zimbabwe's 
challenges in the news almost daily, it makes me very proud 
that we are helping, albeit in a very small way, at the 
grassroots level.  It is somehow important to me that the 
money we gave to Margaret will be used by the people that 
need it most, and not lining the pocket of some bureaucrat 
somewhere.  Thank you for your support and for helping 
Margaret feel that her work is important and noteworthy, 
even though she does it out of love for her country.  
Sincerely yours, Sue Gilbert (Mrs.) Chair of Outreach 
 
PASTORAL CARE COMMIT TEE: is inviting the 
congregation to identify and/or refer any of our members 
who may want or need a friendly visitor. If you know of 
someone who would benefit from a visit please notify Sue 
McCarthy at 905-662-2133 
 
PIE-MAKERS:   we would like donations of Rhubarb!!!  
Please bring in whatever you can, or call Janice Garden at 
905-664-5684. 
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SOCIAL CLUB:  We are planning on a visit to the 
Featherstone winery for brunch on Saturday, September 6th.  




