SUNDAY, APRIL 20, 2008
HAMILTON PRESBYTERY COVENANTING SERVICE
for
Rev. Bob Nightingale
HAMILTON PRESBYTERY PRESIDER: Rev. Rick Spies

The music printed in our bulletin each week is done under License #C12091
of the LicenSing Copyright Cleared Music for Churches.
(*Those who are able are invited to stand)

Gathering Music

Informal Greeting and Announcements

WE GATHER BEFORE OUR GOD

Introit: “What Does The Lord Require of You”

Call To Worship:
One: Long ago God made a covenant with Abraham

All: God promised to make Abraham a great nation
One: God made a covenant with Moses, too

All: God gave Moses the law and the commandments
One: God made a new covenant through Jesus Christ

All: God told us to transform the world with love
One: Tonight we celebrate a covenant with each other

All: We pledge to be the whole people of God, together

Prayer of Approach:

We are gathered tonight in a celebration of a new relationship,
O God. We honour those who have gone before and prepared
the way for us. We acknowledge the gifts of those who serve
the church today. We look forward to new horizons, new goals,
new gifts, and new hope. We ask for your Holy Spirit to call
together the wisdom and stability of presbytery, the strength
and vigour of the congregation, and the experience and faith of
our new minister. May all that we say and do here leave the
mar k of your grace on us
name. Amen.

and
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*Hymn: ‘I Come With Joy” #A4T7

Prayer of Confession:
Loving and compassionate God, you have called us to be your
people, and to be a community of faith together. You have
given each of us gifts to serve you in the church and the world,
and you have challenged us to use our gifts well and wisely.
We have not always heard your call, and sometimes the
challenges seem greater than the gifts. We let our fear of failure
get in the way of our will to succeed. We forget that the church
is not about what we want, or think, or imagine, but about
service to you and to the world. Dispel our fears, and help us to
put our mission in your hands

Assurance of Pardon
Solo: “Peter's Swim” - Wanda Stride

PRESENTATION OF NEW MINISTER:

Presider: We are gathered here in the presence of God to celebrate a
new ministry by covenanting together for the service of God in
this place.

Member of The Pastoral Charge:
We present Robert Nightingale who has been called to the
ministry of Word, Sacrament, and Pastoral Care in this
Pastoral Charge. We believe Robert Nightingale is well
qualified and has been prayerfully and lawfully selected.

Presider: (to the new minister)
Robert Nightingale, you are here in response to the call of the
Stoney Creek United Church Pastoral Charge and by the
action of Hamilton Presbytery and of Hamilton Conference.
We come together to mark a new relationship between you,
the Presbytery, and the Pastoral Charge. May the God
who has given us the will to do these things, give us the
power and the grace to perform them.
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PRESENTATION OF THE WARRANT TO COVENANT:
The Rev. Ross Hibberd, Secretary of Hamilton Presbytery makes
the presentation.

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD

First Lesson: Acts 9:1-6

Anthem: ‘Lord | Stretch My Hands To You”

Second Lesson: John 21:1-19

*Hymn: “Spirit of Life” # 381
Message: “Monday Morning” - Rev. Kathi Philips
*Hymn: ‘Here | Am, Lord” #509

WE RESPOND TO GODG6S WORI

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL FAITH:
Presider: Let us join in a statement of our communal faith:
(The New Creed.... page 918)

Presider: Let us ask God for grace on all of us as we covenant
together this day.

All:
Al mighty God, by our baptism
ministry. Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us as we commit
ourselves to work together in

PROMISES OF THE PASTORAL CHARGE:

Presider: Would the members of the Stoney Creek United Church
Pastoral Charge please remain standing. (The new Minister
comes forward)
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You the members of the STONEY CREEK UNITED

CHURCH Pastoral Charge have called ROBERT
NIGHTINGALE to serve as your minister. You are called to
join him in worship, study, prayer, and action. Will you, this
congregation, take your part with Robert Nightingale in the
church’s ministry within this Pastoral Charge and in the
world?

Congregation: Yes we will, by the grace of God.

PROMISES OF THE NEW MINISTER:

Presider: Robert Nightingale, you have responded to the call to serve
Christ in this community and Pastoral Charge. In your
ordination to the ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral
Care, you accepted as your vocation the service of God
through the service of people; that they might become firm in
faith, confident in hope and creative in love. To achieve this
will require, on your part, the diligent exercise of Christian
study, meditation, prayer, and action. You must share in a
disciplined fellowship, not only with this congregation of the
faithful, but with those beyond its bounds in the United
Church of Canada, and with all people of faith. Therefore, |
ask you, will you take up and continue your Christian ministry
within this Pastoral Charge and congregation of Christ’s
people in the community?

New Minister: Yes | will, by the grace of God!

Presider: Will you accept the discipline of Hamilton Presbytery, and
together with all its members, be responsible for the
oversight of the church’s life?

New Minister: Yes | will, by the grace of God!

PROMISES OF CHURCH STAFF:

Presider: You will be engaged with Robert Nightingale in your various
ministries in this Congregation. Will you exercise your
responsibilities faithfully and support one another
prayerfully?

Staff: Yes we will, by the grace of God.
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PROMISES OF PRESBYTERY:

Presider: Will the members of Hamilton Presbytery, join with Robert
Nightingale and this Pastoral Charge in the ministry which is
both theirs and ours?

Presbyters: Yes we will, by the grace of God.

Presider: Will you support and encourage them in their work and
witness?
Presbyters: Yes we will, by the grace of God

PRESENTATION OF SYMBOLS OF MINISTRY:

Presentation of The Bible: Take this Bible and be among us as one
who teaches and proclaims the Word.
Amen. (The Bible is placed on the lectern)

Presentation of Water: This water reminds us of our baptism. Be
among us as one who baptizes in the Name of Christ.
Amen. (The water is poured into the font)

Presentation of Bread and Wine: The bread and wine remind us of
Christ’s invitation to gather around the table. Be among us
as one who breaks the loaf and blesses the cup.

Amen. (The Communion elements are placed on the table).

Symbol of the Pastoral Charge

Symbol of the New Minister

DISSOLUTION OF THE SEARCH COMMITTEE

Invitation to Share:
(Note offering is given for support of the Presbyterial U.C.W.’s
Bursary Fund supporting Theological Students. Envelopes are

provided and can be receipted)

Offertory: ‘Peace Like A River’
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* Doxology:
All that | am, all that | do,
All that | ever have, | offer now to you.
Take and sanctify these gifts for your honour Lord, knowing that to
love and serve you is enough reward.
All that | am, all that | do,
All that | ever have, | offer now to you.

*Prayer of Dedication:
You have entrusted us with a great deal, O God, and we know
that a great deal is expected of us. We ask you to bless all that
we give so that these gifts might be used to help others find
their own ministries, and res
Amen

Prayers of the People
Lorddés Prayer

*Hymn: ‘Covenant Hymn” to the tune of # 374

(See Yellow Insert)

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

*Words to Love By:
One: Behold, the Lord said, | do a new thing among you
All: Tonight we have begun something new and fresh
One: You are my people, said God, and | am your God
All: Tonight we commit ourselves to each other in love
One: Behold, | am with you, said Jesus, even to the close of the age
All: God is with us, and in us, and so we are strong together

*The Blessing

*Choral Amen: # 431

Musical Postlude: “Wade In The Water”



